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#0331               Study Given by W. D. Frazee—December 1967 
 
Last night we began to study this matter of the blowing of the winds.  We’re in the 

time, we’re told, when every wind of doctrine will be blowing.  And there are many other 
winds, too, besides the winds of doctrine.  But in Revelation 7:1 last night, we found that 
somebody’s holding the different winds, all the winds.  Who’s holding the winds?   

 
[Audience responds] The angels. 
 
The angels of God, under the divine command of God, are holding the winds.  

That is, they’re holding them in the sense that they are not allowed to blow without 
restraint.  They’re under control, in other words. 

 
But the time is coming when all the winds will be turned loose.  It’s going to be a 

wonderful thing, dear friends, to be ready for the blowing of those winds and to be 
successful in standing through them, not being overcome or overturned by them. 

 
Turn, please, to Matthew, the seventh chapter, beginning with the 24th verse.  We 

studied last night about a tornado.  I want to study about a hurricane tonight.  Matthew, 
the seventh chapter, beginning with the 24th verse: 

 
“Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of Mine, and 
doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his 
house upon a rock: And the rain descended, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it 
fell not: for it was founded upon a rock.  And every one that 
heareth these sayings of Mine, and doeth them not, shall be 
likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the 
sand: And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great 
was the fall of it” Matthew 7:24–27. 

 
Yes, here we have flood, storm, hurricane, winds of hurricane force and velocity, 

beating upon houses.  One stands and the other goes down.  The difference is in the 
foundation. 

 
This house that is built upon the rock, fitly represents the church of Christ, which 

is going through the coming storm of persecution without falling.  To prove that, let us 
turn to Matthew, the 16th chapter, and we will notice the words of Jesus in the 18th 
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verse, speaking to Peter after his confession of faith in the Messiahship of Christ.  Jesus 
says to him: 

 
“…Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it”  
Matthew 16:18. 

 
“This rock” refers to Jesus as the Son of God and Son of man.  So the church is 

indeed the house built where?  Upon the Rock.  And against it, all the forces of hell 
combined, but the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.  And the winds, the storm of 
persecution, which soon will burst upon the church will not be able to overthrow it.  
However, as we saw there in Matthew 7, there will be those who have built their houses 
upon the sands, and their houses will go down in the coming storm.  When the winds 
blow, they will be overthrown. 

 
Now, if we will turn to Revelation, the 13th chapter, we will see what some of 

these persecutions are going to be.  In Revelation 13:15, we have the setting up of the 
image to the beast, and eventually, what kind of a decree to enforce the worship of it?  
A death decree.  In the 16th and 17th verses, we have an enforcement of the mark of the 
beast, and what method is used here to enforce it?  A boycott, can’t buy or sell.  I want 
to read an interesting comment on this in Volume 5, page 152: 

 
“The time is coming when we cannot sell at any price.  The 
decree will soon go forth prohibiting men to buy or sell of any 
man save him that hath the mark of the beast.  We came 
near having this realized in California a short time since; but 
this was only the threatening of the blowing of the four winds.  
As yet they are held by the four angels.  We are not just 
ready.  There is a work yet to be done, and then the angels 
will be bidden to let go, that the four winds may blow upon the 
earth” Testimonies for the Church, Volume 5, page 152. 

 
Now, you notice that the prophet here connects the blowing of the four winds with 

the enforcement of the mark of the beast.  And notice that the messenger to the 
remnant says that in California when a Sunday Law crisis came up, she speaks of that 
as “the threatening of the blowing of the four winds.”  That was the threatening of the 
blowing of the four winds.  But when persecution is universal against the people of God, 
and the boycott is enforced, and the death decree comes, this will indeed be a time 
when all the winds of persecution are let loose. 

 
Now, in some parts of the world, our people are suffering persecution at the 

present time.  And they indeed feel the force of the blowing of this wind of persecution.  
Back through the ages, many times in the history of the church, there has been 
persecution.  Think of how the apostles suffered imprisonment, martyrdom of various 
kinds.  James was beheaded.  Peter and Paul were put into prison.  Peter eventually 
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was crucified.  Paul was beheaded.  Every one of the apostles, except the beloved 
John, died a martyr. 

 
As we come on down into the Dark Ages, we think of the millions who suffered 

persecution then.  But as we approach the end of time, the church of Christ is going to 
go through a baptism of suffering and trial similar to that which the church has 
experienced in ages past.  And this time of persecution is fitly represented by the 
blowing of the winds.  So, tonight we want to study this wind of persecution. 

 
Let’s notice some effects it’s going to have upon the church.  Great Controversy, 

page 608.  If you read the preceding paragraphs, she’s talking about the storm of 
persecution: 
 

“As the storm approaches, a large class who have professed 
faith in the third angel’s message, but have not been sanctified 
through obedience to the truth, abandon their position and join 
the ranks of the opposition” Great Controversy, page 608. 

 
So this wind is going to be a sifting and a purging wind.  This wind, as it sweeps 

against the church, will sweep through the church and will blow out the chaff. 
 
Turn to the message of John the Baptist in Matthew, the third chapter, and we’ll 

see how this figure of the wind blowing through the threshing floor is used.  Matthew, 
the third chapter, and the 12th verse.  Speaking of Jesus: 

 
“Whose fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly purge His 
floor, and gather His wheat into the garner; but He will burn 
up the chaff with unquenchable fire” Matthew 3:12. 

 
What does it take to separate wheat and chaff?  It takes a wind, a wind.  And 

God is going to use the very persecution which the Devil blows against the church; He's 
going to use that to purge out the false-hearted.  That's what this is talking about here, 
in Great Controversy, page 608: 

 
“As the storm approaches, a large class who have professed 
faith in the third angel’s message, but have not been sanctified 
through obedience to the truth, abandon their position and join 
the ranks of the opposition” Great Controversy, page 608. 

 
Who’s the opposition?  Well, they’re the ones that are making the persecution, 

the powers of earth, the popular churches.  The dragon, the beast, and the false 
prophet are the symbols that are used in the book of Revelation to present that great 
confederacy of church and state all over the world that battle the remnant church.  “As 
the storm approaches…” Ibid. 

 
Volume 8, page 315, says: 
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“A storm is coming, relentless in its fury.  Are we prepared to 
meet it?” Testimonies for the Church, Volume 8, page 315. 

 
Let’s think of some of these methods of persecution.  They’re spoken of here on 

page 608, the page I’m reading from in Great Controversy.  It says: 
 

“…Children will be disinherited and driven from home... 
Some of them..." 
 
The defenders of truth... 
 
..."will be thrust into prison, some will be exiled, some will be 
treated as slaves.  To human wisdom all this now seems 
impossible; but as the restraining Spirit of God shall be 
withdrawn from men... there will be strange developments” 
Great Controversy, page 608. 

 
This is the storm of persecution which is soon to blow, friends, with hurricane force 

against the church—all kinds of persecution, everything that men and devils can invent. 
 
You know, sometimes when I hear of the terrible tortures which have been inflicted 

in various sorts of political strife in Europe and other places, I have thought, “the Devil is 
just training those men and getting them ready to turn them loose upon the remnant.” 

 
Now, what’s going to happen, did I read here, as this storm approaches?  A large 

class is going to do what?  They’re going to “abandon their position.”  Where is their 
position up to that time?  It’s in the church.  And they’re going to “join the ranks of the 
opposition.”  The next sentence tells us what’s the matter: 

 
“By uniting with the world and partaking of its spirit, they 
have come to view matters in nearly the same light; and 
when the test is brought, they are prepared to choose the 
easy, popular side” Great Controversy, page 608. 

 
You know, my dear friends, when I hear things and see things in the church 

today that are almost like the world, I think of these warnings.  God help us not to get so 
close to the world that it’ll take just a little wind to blow us on over there.  I want to keep 
as far from this danger as possible.  What do you say? 

 
We were singing a little while ago: 
 

The raging floods may round us beat, 
A shelter in the time of storm; 
We find in God a safe retreat, 
A shelter in the time of storm. 



5 
 

 
Let’s turn to the text that inspired that, Isaiah, the 32nd chapter, and the second 

verse.  I told you last night, I hope we use this text often enough that we’ll all know it by 
heart when this series is over.  This is really the keynote text to this series—a hiding 
place from every wind: 

 
“And a Man shall be as an hiding place from the wind, and a 
covert from the tempest; as rivers of water in a dry place, as 
the shadow of a great rock in a weary land” Isaiah 32:2. 

 
Oh friends, to be so close to Jesus that, when the storm of persecution breaks 

over the church, we are hidden with Him in the cleft of the Rock!  Now, that doesn’t 
mean that we won’t suffer persecution, but it means that we suffer with Him rather than 
apart from Him. 

 
You know, it’s said about the apostles there in the early church that they rejoiced 

because they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His name.  It is possible, my 
dear friends, to be so close to Jesus that when persecution comes, it only causes us to 
press nearer to His bleeding side.  And let me tell you, these winds, this awful hurricane 
that’s about to blow against the church, the result will be to separate us from Jesus and 
the church or to draw us closer to Christ and closer to our brethren.  And we are 
cultivating now the attributes of character which will decide that when the storm 
breaks.  

 
For let me tell you, friends, as you read there in Matthew 7, the storm didn’t make 

one house strong and the other weak.  It only showed up what the character of the 
building was.  Is that correct?  And the wind that we read about in Matthew 3, the wind 
didn’t make wheat and chaff.  All the wind did was show which was wheat and which 
was chaff.  And that’s what this wind of persecution is going to do. 

 
Sometimes I hear people say, “I wonder if we’re not going to have to have 

persecution to get our people into the condition they need to be in.”  Why, my dear 
friends, persecution is simply going to reveal the condition we are in.  That’s what it’s 
going to do.  Test, pressure, strong opposition is going to bring out what’s in us.  If it’s 
gold, the fire will show the gold.  If it’s dross, the fire will burn up the dross.  If it’s chaff, 
the wind will blow the chaff out.  If it’s wheat, the wheat will stay. 

 
So you see, dear friends, we need not look ahead to this awful wind and think, 

“When that time comes, I’m going to build a good, strong house.”  Oh, no!  The time to 
build is before the storm breaks.  Is that right?  Oh, yes.  So tonight, we’re studying how 
we can have a character that will be proof against any effort the Devil can make. 

 
Now, if we’re going to face these tests, you can see that God is going to let us 

have certain tests and trials ahead of time.  Last night we were studying about the great 
tornado, the great whirlwind of lawlessness, that awful wind which is about to sweep 
over the earth.  We were studying about how it already is beginning to blow.  They've 
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sown the wind, and they'll reap the whirlwind.  So it is with this matter of persecution, 
dear friends.  God is letting us have some persecution ahead of time to get us ready for 
the great persecution ahead. 

 
Do you know what the hardest kind of persecution is?  Well, I’m going to read 

you something interesting from Desire of Ages, page 357.  It’s not being tortured on the 
rack.  It’s not being burned at the stake.  It’s not suffering in a dungeon.  Listen: 

 
“Of all persecution the hardest to bear is variance in the 
home, the estrangement of dearest earthly friends” Desire of 
Ages, page 357. 

 
That’s the hardest persecution. 
 
Now, let’s turn to Matthew, the 10th chapter, and we’ll see what Jesus says about 

this.  Jesus was talking to the leaders of His church here, and He wanted to warn them 
about what was coming.  Matthew, the 10th chapter, the 21st verse: 

 
“And the brother shall deliver up the brother to death, and 
the father the child: and the children shall rise up against 
their parents, and cause them to be put to death.  And ye 
shall be hated of all men for My name’s sake: but he that 
endureth to the end shall be saved” Matthew 10:21–22 

 
Can there be persecution right in the family, friends?  Oh, yes.  And so, in the 

3sixth verse, He says that a man’s foes will be those of his own household.  In other 
words, as the Gospel is preached, people take their positions and there is pressure.  In 
the coming storm of persecution, we shall have to endure not merely physical suffering, 
but the most intense mental conflicts, my friends.  And some are undergoing those right 
now.  There may be somebody here tonight that’s having in your home a foretaste of 
what many of the remnant will soon experience. 

 
And so, my dear friends, if you’re called upon to meet those pressures, or 

somebody in your home opposes your stand for Jesus, your stand for His truth, and 
your stand for His standards, remember: Jesus knows all about that.  He says, “I’m 
going to be with you.”  Do what we’re reading here in Isaiah 32—flee to the hiding place: 

 
“A Man shall be as an hiding place from the wind and a 
covert from the tempest…” Isaiah 32:2. 

 
And even if it’s in the same house with you, the same home with you, the same 

family with you, that persecution arises, flee to Jesus.  Learn what it means to hide in 
the cleft of the Rock.  Learn what it means to suffer the way Jesus did—without angry 
retorts and selfish self-defense.  Learn what it means, friends, to reveal the character of 
the Master. 
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Look, the way Peter puts it here in 1 Peter, the second chapter, and the 21st 
verse: 

 
“For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also 
suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow 
His steps: Who did no sin, neither was guile found in His 
mouth: Who, when He was reviled, reviled not again; when 
He suffered, He threatened not; but committed Himself to 
Him that judgeth righteously” 1 Peter 2:21–23. 

 
We can afford to wait for vindication until Jesus comes, my friend.   
 
And I want to tell you something: if you cannot endure in the home to stand for 

what you believe is right, if you cannot endure in the church the ridicule or the 
opposition of a worldly influence, what will you do when the great storm breaks and 
everything and everybody in this world is against you?  You remember how the Lord put 
it to Jeremiah—if you’ve run with the footmen and they’ve wearied you, what will you do 
when you have to contend with horses?  (See Jeremiah 12:5.) 

 
And so with these winds.  If we can’t stand a wind that’s blowing 20 miles an 

hour, what’ll we do when it’s blowing 150 or 200 miles an hour—this wind of 
persecution, this terrible hurricane of opposition against the church and the truth and the 
message of God?  So if God is letting us have persecutions of a sort, opposition of 
friends and loved ones, those near to us, remember: this is getting us ready for what’s 
ahead. 

 
Now, I want to read another inspired picture of this approaching sifting brought 

about by this wind of persecution.  This is found in Volume 5, page 81: 
 

“The time is not far distant when the test will come  
to every soul.  The mark of the beast will be urged  
upon us” Testimonies for the Church, Volume 5, page 81. 

 
Has that come yet?  No, this is talking about something future.  And then notice, 

just like Great Controversy, page 608, this tells us the same thing in different words: 
 

“Those who have step by step yielded to worldly demands 
and conformed to worldly customs will not find it a hard 
matter to yield to the powers that be, rather than subject 
themselves to derision, insult, threatened imprisonment, and 
death.  The contest is between the commandments of God 
and the commandments of men.  In this time, the gold will be 
separated from the dross in the church… Chaff like a cloud 
will be borne away on the wind, even from places where we 
see only floors of rich wheat” Testimonies for the Church, 
Volume 5, page 81. 
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Has God given us the business then, today, of deciding who are faithful and who 

are not?  Why, no, friends; we’d make poor work of it.  God hasn’t put that responsibility 
in our hands.  But let me tell you, when the wind of persecution starts to blow, then all 
the chaff is going to do what?  Going to blow out.  It can’t help it.  Against that awful 
storm of persecution, no unconverted person can stand.  His house will tumble and go 
down.  His faith will crumble.  He’ll be gone, out with the apostates, with the opposers. 

 
But the true people of God (oh, thank God, friends!), they will shine like stars in 

the dark night.  They will be true.  They’ll be the wheat that stays in the threshing floor.  
They’ll be the gold that the fire doesn’t consume.  They will be a part of that house built 
upon the Rock against which the storm beats, the floods come, the winds blow, but the 
house stands, for it’s built upon the Rock.  Oh, I’m so glad for the bright view of what’s 
ahead.  What do you say? 

 
Really, friends, we have nothing to be discouraged about.  It’s true we’re going 

into a time of great test and trial, but Jesus is going to be with us.  You remember that 
when the three Hebrews were thrown in the fiery furnace, they found Someone in there 
with them.  Who was it?  Jesus.  They must have had a wonderful time in there.  We’re 
told that when they came out, there wasn’t even the smell of fire on their garments.  The 
only thing that had been consumed was the ropes that they had tied them up with.  And 
in there with Jesus—what a wonderful time! 

 
And as you and I go into this furnace of affliction, as we go through this storm of 

persecution, we are going to sense the presence of God more than we have ever 
known it in the past.  Aren’t you glad for that, friends?  I’m glad for that.  I think it will be 
worth it.  What do you say?  So, let’s not worry about it, friends.  Let’s not feel perplexed 
or burdened in the sense of losing heart.  Not a bit of it.  We have every reason for faith 
and courage and joy in the Lord.  I want to be ready.  What do you say?  Can we be?  
No question about it.  “And a Man shall be as an hiding place from the wind…” (Isaiah 
32:2).  We can hide in Him. 

 
Now, another statement that I wanted to share with you in this study is found in 

Volume 4 of the Testimonies, page 89: 
 

“I was pointed to the providence of God among His people 
and was shown that every trial made by the refining, 
purifying process...proves some to be dross... In every 
religious crisis some fall under temptation.  The shaking of 
God blows away multitudes like dry leaves” Testimonies for 
the Church, Volume 4, page 89. 

 
Here’s the wind, you see.  It “blows away multitudes like dry leaves.”  Listen to 

the next two sentences: 
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“Prosperity multiplies a mass of professors.  Adversity 
purges them out of the church… They go out from us 
because they are not of us; for when tribulation or 
persecution arises because of the word, many are 
offended” Testimonies for the Church, Volume 4, page 89. 

 
So this storm of persecution is going to blow out, this illustration says, multitudes 

like what?  “Like dry leaves.”  We’ve seen how the dry leaves in the fall, a wind comes 
along, and away they go.  That’s the way it’ll be with multitudes in this church when the 
storm of persecution comes.  Volume 8, page 96: 

 
“Some have so long sacrificed principle that they cannot see 
the difference between the sacred and the common. Those 
who refuse to give heed to the Lord’s instruction will go steadily 
downward in the path of ruin. The day of test and trial is just 
before us. Let every man put on his true colors. Do you choose 
loyalty or rebellion? Show your colors to men and angels. We 
are safe only when we are committed to the right. Then the 
world knows where we shall be found in the day of trial and 
trouble” Testimonies for the Church, Volume 8, page 96. 

 
So the choice is between loyalty and rebellion.  That’s what the issue is going to 

be over: the seal of God (standing for loyalty) or the mark of the beast (rebellion). 
 
Turn to 2 Timothy, the third chapter, and the 12th verse.  Here is an inspired 

statement with a little word in it that means a lot.  See if you can find the little word with 
three letters there that means a lot.  2 Timothy, the third chapter, and the 12th verse.  
See if you can find a little word with three letters there that means ‘a lot.’  What is it?  
All. 

 
“Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 
persecution” 2 Timothy 3:12. 

 
Is there any way to get away from this wind, then?  No.  The wind is going to 

blow on us wherever we are.  We can’t move to some country where persecution won’t 
come.  We can’t live so nicely and sweetly and meekly and gently and lovingly and 
tenderly that persecution will let us alone.  No.  No way to avoid it.  “…All that will live 
godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution” Ibid. 

 
1 Thessalonians, the third chapter, and the third verse, just back a few pages.  

Paul, writing to the Thessalonians who were suffering persecution, wrote: 
 

“That no man should be moved by these afflictions: for 
yourselves know that we are appointed thereunto”  
1 Thessalonians 3:3. 
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Has God made an appointment with you in persecution, in affliction?  Yes.  Will 
you keep the appointment or will you dodge it?  Will you evade it?  What will you do as 
the wind blows in your home, in your community, wherever you are, and no matter what 
point it comes over?  Now, the great point in the coming test will be the Sabbath.  But 
there are many things that a man may be ridiculed for or opposed over.  Anything that 
God has told us to do, friends, becomes a point of attack from the enemy.  Thank God 
we can show our colors of loyalty and be true, no matter what those around us do. 

 
You know, I’ve thought about it, friends, in the training of our Seventh-day 

Adventist children.  Sometimes it seems to me that parents are too afraid of their 
children having to be peculiar.  Sometimes parents seem to want to move into a 
Seventh-day Adventist community, and then be sure that every parent in that 
community has the same high standards that they seek to hold.  And if they can’t find a 
place like that, they think it’s just too bad because “Poor little children.”  Now, why are 
they "poor" little children?  Why, my dear friends, was Daniel a "poor" little boy because 
he had to stand alone for God?  Was Joseph a ‘poor’ little fellow because even among 
his brothers he had to stand out against their vile talk?  Do you not see, friends, that in 
the experience of Joseph and Daniel, God purposefully allowed them to be in situations 
where it was necessary for them to stand, sometimes alone, sometimes almost alone? 

 
So, while I certainly agree that we should choose the best environment for our 

children that we can find, do not think that that means that we’re going to find a Heaven 
on earth where there’s no devil to tempt and nobody to invite us to lower our standards. 

 
Every time, dear parents, that your children have the opportunity to stand alone 

for God, they’re getting an experience in being ready for this awful hurricane that’s soon 
to burst upon the world and the church.  So don’t be afraid of that.  Don’t let it worry you.  
And don’t think that it means that your child has to be like the crowd.  He doesn’t have 
to be like the worldly crowd.  He doesn’t have to be like even the crowd of professed 
believers.  If you, as a parent, have clear convictions on any point of practice in your 
home and with your children, stand for what you see in the Word of God and the 
Testimonies of His Spirit, regardless of what those around you do.  And don’t let it worry 
you.  Don’t let it worry your children. 

 
And if they say: “Yes, but Mother, look!  All the children, they do this,” or if they 

come to you, fathers, and say, “Why, Father, sure I’ve got to do this.  All the boys are 
going to do it,” train your children to expect to be different.  Train your children in the 
stories of Daniel, of Joseph.  Train your girls in the story of Esther, who risked her life in 
order that she might save her people.  Train your boys and girls in the story of John the 
Baptist, whose parents were so careful and so strict in health reform and all the reforms. 

 
Let your heroes and heroines be those who stood for God all alone, all down 

through the pages of sacred history and through the Dark Ages.  Let the stories of the 
Waldenses be familiar to your children.  Read it there in Great Controversy, the 
wonderful story of how those young people risked their lives and many times gave their 
lives rather than give up the truth that they stood for. 
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Oh, this is a glorious hour to be living in, friends!  This is no time to lower our 

standard. 
 
You know, the prophet tells us about a certain battle in a war where the soldiers 

were retreating because of a terrible enemy attack.  And as these soldiers were 
retreating, an officer noticed that upon the battle line, there was a soldier that was still 
holding the flag.  He was the standard-bearer.  And the soldiers were back here and 
there he was.  

 
And he said to him, “Bring the colors back to the men.” 
 
And he shouted back, “No, bring the men up to the colors!” 
 
And my dear friends, the prophet of God, commenting on that, says: 
 

“This is the work that devolves upon every faithful standard 
bearer—to bring the men up to the colors” Testimonies for 
the Church, Volume 9, page 45. 

 
Let’s do it.  What do you say?  Thus we’ll be ready when this storm of persecution 

breaks.  And not one of the truehearted will be blown out by this wind—only the chaff, 
only the dry leaves, only the professors that haven’t had a deep work with God.  Hidden 
with Jesus in the cleft of the Rock, we shall be safe when this awful hurricane breaks. 

 
Now, in our next study I’m going to take up another wind.  There are many winds.  

We’ll study another wind next Friday night. 
 
But now I’d like to hear from some of you, some of you that didn’t get a chance to 

speak this morning, either because you weren’t here or because time didn’t allow it this 
morning.  Will you not improve the time just now and speak your word of courage, of 
praise, of witness for God? 

 

[Testimony service] 
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